
Why you can be a Future Candidate

The session will be recorded and slides available



Aim

To encourage and support Labour members from all walks of 
life and backgrounds to believe that they can be a future 
candidate and put themselves forward to represent Labour 
not just at Westminster but at Holyrood, the Senedd, as 
Mayors, Police and Crime Commissioners or Councillors.



Covering
Å Introductions 

Å About you 

ÅWhere we are 

Å The selection process

ÅQuestions asked and reasons that hold us back 

Å Some stats about Parliament 

Å About the Future Candidate Programme

ÅɄMy experienceɅ Cat Smith MP

ÅɄMy experienceɅ Paul Sweeney MSP 

ÅWhat other schemes are available?

ÅQuestions 

ÅGet involved

ÅNext steps 



Introductions 



Introductions

ÅTraining Team 

ÅCat Smith MP

ÅPaul Sweeney MSP 



About you 



Quick Poll 1. Less 1 year
2. 1-5 years
3. 5 -10 years  
4. Over 10 years

How long have you 
been a member?



Quick Poll 
Have you ever stood 
for one of these 
roles?



Where we are 



Next General Election 

ÅGood chance 2023 
ÅTake nothing for granted 

ÅAim for selection to begin 2022
ÅBoundary changes and politics hard to predict 



How the Westminster 
Parliamentary selection 

process works at the 
moment 



The selection process

ÅSelection procedures are agreed by the NEC each 
Parliament

ÅThe last time the procedures were reviewed was for the 
2017-19 Parliament

ÅThe 2017 process took around 9 weeks from start to 
finish

ÅProcedures for the current Parliament will be published 
by the NEC in due course



Stages of the selection process

1. Applications submitted

2. Party branches and affiliated organisations make 
nominations

3. Longlisting and shortlisting by CLP selection committee

4. Campaign period (shortlisted candidates can canvass for 
support from members etc.)

5. Hustings meeting

6. NEC endorsement



Questions asked and 
reasons that hold us back  



Types of questions asked 

ɍ Why you should be the candidate for the seat in question?

ɍ What do we need to do to win this election?

ɍ Your Labour party experience.

ɍ Other life experience including work and study.

ɍ What makes you a great campaigner?

ɍ Give some examples of your communication skills.

ɍ Particular skills you possess that will help you as a representative.

ɍ Interpersonal, teamwork and liaison skills.

ɍ Other knowledge and or skills which will assist you as a candidate.



Reasons that hold us back 



Some stats about 
Parliament 










