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On 7 May, voters will decide who runs their local services – social care, bins, 
schools, roads, public health and more. They will elect people to control multi-
million-pound budgets. The stakes are high.

The public have a right to expect that those they elect to manage these services 
are responsible, decent and fit for public office. Time and again, Reform’s 
candidates fall short.

Reform Revealed: The People Behind Farage examines Reform UK’s chosen candidates 
in this year’s local elections in England. These are the people Nigel Farage 
believes are fit to serve working families – and the people he wants to help 
propel him to power.

We have identified 45 candidates with views that are extreme, bizarre and 
offensive – but apparently not too extreme, bizarre or offensive for Reform UK.

Some of these views echo those of Reform’s leadership. Nigel Farage has long 
argued for the NHS to be replaced. One Reform candidate in London next month 
appears to agree, saying: “Hate is too weak a word for what I feel towards the 
NHS. I’d tear it down and salt the earth upon which it stood”.

Reform is also putting forward candidates who have promoted dangerous conspiracy 
theories: describing Covid-19 as the “hoax of the century”; claiming 5G mobile 
networks damage people’s health; spreading falsehoods about paracetamol 
containing deadly viruses; even endorsing 9/11 conspiracies.

When you consider that Reform’s party conference last year gave a platform to 
someone who said it was “highly likely” that the Covid vaccine was linked to 
cancer in the Royal Family, it is perhaps no surprise that local candidates feel 
emboldened to share such extreme views.

And the individual who originally made that claim? He is also standing as a 
Reform candidate next month.

We have also uncovered multiple Reform would-be councillors who have made racist 
and offensive remarks. A candidate in Bolton, previously suspended from the 
Conservative Party, wrote “shoot the P***s on the spot” on social media. Another 
questioned why white people cannot use the N-word. Reform has a track record of 
failing to challenge racism: their MP for Runcorn, Sarah Pochin, said it “drives 
her mad” to see black and brown people on television.

This is only a snapshot. It likely scratches the surface of the offensive and 
disturbing views Nigel Farage is willing to tolerate in those representing his 
party – and, if he has his way, representing your local area.

Only a vote for Labour on 7 May can stop them.
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ASA DOWNING

SUFFOLK, GIPPING 
VALLEY

Posted Covid-19 conspiracy theories 
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JEFF BRAY

ESSEX, TENDRING  
RURAL EAST

Claimed that “not all Muslims 
are terrerists, but all 
terrerists are Muslim”
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HOLLY DRAFAHL

SUFFOLK, HOXNE  
AND EYE

Drafahl accused landscape 
photographer of terrorism because 
of the colour of their skin

‘Then there is the Reform candidate for Hoxne and Eye in 
Suffolk. She is Holly Drafahl, who goes by the name Holly 
Smith on Facebook, and she took to social media to warn that 
she had seen a “possibly Turkish” man flying a drone near a 
school, which was closed, and then in order to scare parents 
suggested he might have been planning a terrorist attack. 
The man in question apparently “owned up” (i.e. pointed 
out) that he is a landscape photographer and was behaving 
perfectly legitimately.

But just in case the point wasn’t made, Ms Drafahl then 
‘liked’ the reply of: “Turkish, alarm bells. Muslim pedos, 
common sense to worry”.’
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RICKI RANDS

STEVENAGE, SHEPHALL

Posted antisemitic slurs
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TOM ROGERS &  
PAUL BICKERDIKE

PETERBOROUGH, GUNTHORPE 
AND LEEDS, ARMLEY

Both stood as candidates for the Christian People’s 
Alliance, a party that wants to criminalise abortion 
and IVF in all circumstances, repeal same-sex marriage 
and leagalise civil partnerships for siblings 
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HOWARD RAYMOND DINI

HILLINGDON, ICKENHAM

Shared a post declaring  
“I’m a proud ISLAMAPHOBE”
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DAVID BOOTH

CROYDON, KENLEY

Claimed Covid-19 was “Pentagon-Led 
Plot” in a conspiracy theory journal

Writing in the Journal of 9/11 
Studies in September last year, 
David Booth, who is standing for 
Nigel Farage’s party in Croydon, 
refers to the Covid pandemic as a 
“staged event” that was designed 
by “powerful forces” to control 
the population.

“It is increasingly clear that 
the so-called Covid-19 pandemic 
was a staged event, designed to 
enable profound changes desired 
by powerful forces at the expense 
of majority populations around 
the world” he wrote.

He claims the harm from Covid was 
actually caused “by the policies” 
including vaccinations, “not 
by any observable impacts of 
the virus.” The publication was 
founded by 9/11 ‘Truthers’ who 
believe the 2001 terror attacks 
in New York were an inside job.
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JAMES BEMBRIDGE

WESTMINSTER COUNCIL, 
WEST END WARD

Said “hate is too weak a word for what I feel towards 
the NHS. I’d tear it down and salt the earth upon 
which it stood,” and “most NHS nurses look like 
they’re eating food banks out of business.” 
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ABBY GOLLICKER 

LEWISHAM,  
LEWISHAM CENTRAL

Supports Tommy Robinson and “annoyed” 
that the late Queen encouraged people 
to get the Covid-19 vaccine

Quote: “I was annoyed that the Queen said we should 
all get vaccinated. I like the Queen; I used to be 
in the army – I could have been blown to smithereens 
in her name. It’s up to the individual whether they 
get vaccinated, and nobody else’s business.” 
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CAROLINE PANETTA

BEXLEY, ERITH

Shared a quote that said “Islam is the 
religion of rape, incest and pedophilia” and 
shared the leader of Britain First  
Paul Golding’s videos.



16

NAME:

COUNCIL 
AND WARD: 

REVELATION:

EVIDENCE:

REFORM REVEALED
APRIL 2026

KEZIA NOBLE

KENSINGTON AND 
CHELSEA, QUEENS GATE

Said Tommy Robinson “can’t be racist”, 
and “is actually the nice guy...  
the good guy”
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LOIS MCLATCHIE MILLER

WESTMINSTER,  
MAIDA VALE

McLatchie Miller worked for Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF) – a Christian 
group known for its work overturning 
abortion rights in the US.

McLatchie Miller said: “...when you look at what happens 
someone suffers the trauma of rape and then has the trauma 
of abortion – that’s just two traumas, one after the 
other. We’re assuming there that abortion is going to heal 
and remove what happened and that’s not true at all.”

“[In cases of rape] keeping the child 
can be a really positive thing.”
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ANGUS DALGLEISH

SUTTON, NORTH CHEAM

Dalgleish has claimed that Covid-19 
vaccines have “been a significant factor 
in the cancers in the royal family.”
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AXEL TYE

SUNDERLAND, PENSHAW 
& SHINEY ROW

Shared a picture of the antisemitic 
‘Freedom for Humanity’ mural
and Covid-19 conspiracy theories
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GLENDA HALL 

SUNDERLAND, TUNSTALL 
& HUMBLEDON

Shared anti-vax video and a 
post which claims that ethnic 
minorities “rape our daughters”
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JANINE CROOK

BLACKBURN WITH 
DARWEN, DARWEN WEST

Questioned why the term “P***”  
is viewed as an insult.
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SHARON BARKER

DROYLSDEN WEST, 
TAMESIDE

Said that Tommy Robinson  
deserved a knighthood
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DEREK BULLOCK

BOLTON, HULTON

Expelled from the Tories for using 
a racial slur to call for people 
of Pakistani heritage to be shot
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ELIZABETH CLARK

BURY, BESSES

Said “Our NHS wants canning” 
and questioned if “protecting 
granny worth it?” after alleging 
vaccines killed children 
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TREVOR JONES

BOLTON, BOLTON  
NORTH EAST

Said Covid-19 was “planned” and 
shared 5G conspiracy theories 

This video claims that 
5G waves cause intense 
heat and pain because 
sweat glands on the 
surface of our skin act 
like mini antennas.
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ANDREW MAHON

BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN, 
BLACKBURN SOUTH EAST

Asked why white people couldn’t use 
the N-word in a now deleted post, 
and made homophobic comments.
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JAY COOPER

SEFTON, BOOTLE WEST

Shared 9/11 conspiracy theories

This video suggests the US 
government put a material called 
thermite underneath the World Trade 
Centres and that was the cause of 
their collapse

This video claims that 
“none of them [the live 
TV footage] actually 
shows an airplane 
hitting anything”
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DAVID MCCULLOUGH

MANCHESTER CITY 
COUNCIL, SHARSTON

Shared Islamophobic content  
and boasted about watching a  
Tommy Robinson rally
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MARK ORMSBY

SEFTON, BIRKDALE

Shared posts by Tommy 
Robinson and Paul Golding
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NEIL LAWRENCE MINEY

SEFTON, FORD

Shared anti-vax conspiracy theories
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NICHOLAS GUY ROBINSON

SEFTON, KEW

Shared an Islamophobic video

The video called Islam “bullshit fucking crap” and 
“some fucking weird fucking stupid religion” and 
Robinson captioned it “To [sic] right”
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ALAN STAY

ISLE OF WIGHT, 
PARKHURST

Posted the N-word and pictures 
of golliwogs on social media
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KATE MICHAELA

ADUR, ST MARY’S

Shared a video which claims the world 
is controlled by the Illuminati 
and “the elite” hunt children for 
sport and supports Tommy Robinson
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RICKY HODGES

HASTINGS, TRESSELL

Wrote “#islamisacancer”,shared a video  
which called for the Prime Minister to  
be shot  and attended Tommy Robinson’s 
far-right ‘Unite the Kingdom’ rally
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MIKE MENDOZA

ADUR, CHURCHILL

Compared gay people to paedophiles 
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ALAN STONE

BASINGSTOKE, BROOKVALE 
& KINGS FURLONG

Agreed with Andrew Tate’s comments 
that women “bear responsibility” 
for sexual assault
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STEVE TRUMM 

BASINGSTOKE,  
SOUTH HAM

Said he was “convinced we  
were being played” by Covid and 
attended Tommy Robinson rally
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MARTIN COSTELLO

SWINDON, BADBURY 
PARK, ELDENE & LIDEN

Described Russia as a liberator of 
Ukraine, supports Tommy Robinson 
and made antisemitic comments



39

NAME:

COUNCIL 
AND WARD: 

REVELATION:

EVIDENCE:

REFORM REVEALED
APRIL 2026

TERRENCE DAVID REYNOLDS

SWINDON,  
QUEEN’S PARK

Shared content that described the UK as 
a “sh**hole”, and advocated for Muslims 
to be ‘gone’, and for a ban on all 
immigration from Islamic countries.

The Reform UK candidate 
for Queens Park ward in 
central Swindon has used 
his Facebook account to 
republish posts from a 
number of other accounts. 

One calls for “mass 
destructions” illustrated 
with a picture of people 
in Middle Eastern clothing 
at an airport, and adds: 
“Let’s Benefit Britain by 
sending them Home. Like 
and share if you agree”. 
... 
Another post says:  
“We Want Muslims Gone” and 
another says US Citizens 
have been advised to 
leave the UK “because it 
is a sh**hole” - while 
another post says: “Be 
honest.. would you back a 
total ban on immigration 
from Islamic nations 
in the UK. Like and 
share if you agree.” 
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EMMA CLATWORTHY

WALES, PEN-Y-BONT 
BRO MORGANNWG

Shared Covid-19 conspiracy and 
called late Queen “fraud”

Clatworthy “falsely claimed people 
cannot catch a virus and to 
advance her argument referenced 
the Rothchilds – a Jewish banking 
family often used in anti-semitic 
comments.”

Clatworthy wrote during the Covid 
pandemic “The problem we have is 
people have been brainwashed and 
programmed since they started 
school… people are even rushing to 
get a vaccine that can kill them 
just to go back to the ‘norm’.”

Clatworthy wrote “The Monarch needs 
to go she’s not our Queen never has 
been she’s a fraud, they’re all 
German decent [sic]” and also “We 
need to learn the correct processes 
to over throw the monarch…”.
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BOB JONES 

SANDWELL, CHARLEMONT 
& GROVE VALE 

Said Sandwell was a “horrible place to 
live now”, posted a picture attacking 
Zelenskyy, likes porn sites on Facebook 



42

NAME:

COUNCIL 
AND WARD: 

REVELATION:

EVIDENCE:

REFORM REVEALED
APRIL 2026

JONATHAN JAMES FOX

SANDWELL, BRISTNALL

Shared Enoch Powell statements and 
posted that “People who eat bacon are 
less likely to blow themselves up”
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PETE DURNELL

SANDWELL, LANGLEY

Claimed that electric cars weren’t  
about “controlling the climate, it’s  
about controlling YOU” and wrote “there was never 
any science that justified” Covid-19 lockdowns
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DIANE BRYAN

BARNSLEY, CUDWORTH

Convicted for driving her Motability 
Toyota 4x4 into oncoming traffic
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THERESA ARNOLD

BARNSLEY, CUDWORTH

Said “To be honest i think Putin  
might have got a point on this”
and “I’ve never supported Zelenskyy”
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BRETT MUSCROFT

WAKEFIELD, CASTLEFORD 
CENTRAL & GLASSHOUGHTON

Posts Islamophobic comments,  
supports Tommy Robinson  
and likes Enoch Powell
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BEV WATKINS

WAKEFIELD, CROFTON, 
RYHILL AND WALTON

Shared conspiracy theory content 
claiming paracetamol contains one 
of the most dangerous viruses in the 
world, and Pro-russian propaganda 
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MUHAMMAD SAJJAD RAJA

LEEDS, MOORTOWN

Chanted “from the river to the sea”  
at pro-Palestine demo 
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DANIEL DEVANEY

BRADFORD, CLAYTON & 
FAIRWEATHER GREEN

Posted Islamophobic comments and 
likes Enoch Powell

Daniel Devaney, standing in 
the local elections for Nigel 
Farage’s party, ranted about 
‘blasting’ followers of Islam 
off the face of the earth. The 
wannabe Bradford councillor, 
a fan of Enoch Powell, also 
branded Muslims “scum”.
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